 NORTHWEST COLORADO REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING MEETING

Wednesday, July 9, 2003

(Draft)
1.0
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order 10:30PM.    

2.0  INTRODUCTIONS

Jennifer Stewart
CDOT - Denver

Forrest Nelson

Rio Blanco County

George Krawzoff
City of Steamboat Springs

Dan Ellison

Routt County Commissioner

Jim Weber

City of Steamboat Springs

Duane Dailey

Grand County Commissioner

Craig Larson

FHWA

Glenn Violette

CDOT – Region 3

Phil Anderson

URS 

Corinne Donahue
LSC

David C. Miller
CDOT

Keith Antonson
Moffat County Housing Authority

Rich Perske

CDOT

Irene Merrifield
CDOT

Kim Symalla

City of Steamboat Springs

Daryl Shrum

Town of Winter Park\

Owen Leonard

CDOT – R3

A.T. Stoddard

LSC

Marianna Raftopoulos
Moffat County Commissioner

Rob Straebel

Town of Hayden

Cathy Shipley

DOLA

Opening Remarks/STIP Update (Shrum)

Daryl Shrum reported he and Dan Ellison participate on the Resource Allocation Committee.  

There are 6 regions and this region receives 15.5% of the total funding.  45% of funding is based on vehicle miles traveled, 40% is lane miles, 15% is truck miles.  The formula exists to support a statewide system.  The urban areas do not like the formula, would like to modify to 60% vehicle miles traveled, 25% lane miles, 10% on automobile sales tax generated, 5% vehicle registration (alternative 3).  This would be detrimental to this region.  Will drop our 5 counties from 4.7%+- to 3.7%+-.  This will also negatively affect the statewide system.   The makeup of the Commission could change with the Governors reappointments which could change the out come of the allocations.  The resource allocation formula changes will be discussed at the next STIP meeting.  

Owen Leonard suggested through TPR and Club 20 the Commission needs to hear why population based formulas doesn’t work.  

Motion for Shrum to present at the STAC meeting the desire for this TPR to keep the funding formula as is.  Motion by Ellison, seconded by Dailey, passed by unanimous vote.

 Glenn Violette reported on the projects that have already started or will start this year.  Muddy Pass will likely get paved before winter.    Hoping to wrap up the Winter Park project by October.  Bridge replacement outside of Kremmling done in August.  Should have contract for replacement of railroad bridge east of Kremmling on Hwy 40 to start in August.  50% complete with the high end recycle project 10 miles each side of Maybell.  Paving to start within a week.  Completed Rangely and Meeker projects.  Completed about 10 miles from Hot Sulpher Springs to Granby of chip seal.  Oil failed and may have to redo.  Hwy 40 from Hayden to Steamboat, Craig north on 13 and 25 miles of Hwy 14 from intersection of Hwy 40 are next.  Bridge rail replacement near Elk Springs should start today.  There is a project on RCR 131 and Rio Blanco County 13 for next year.   

Duane Dailey asked about funding to take care of rockslide areas on the highways.  Rich Perske explained there is a statewide rock fall program.  The areas are all being monitored and prioritized.  For emergency situations after the rocks have slide, federal funds are available to help with clean up.    

Next Round Enhancement Applications and Prioritization

David Miller explained notice will be sent out sometime end of July first of August.  These applications are for fiscal years 2006, 2007 and 2008.  Normally about $350,000 per year is available per TPR. 

Preliminary Analysis Social Economic Forecast and Next Steps (URS/LSC)

Cathy Shipley (DOLA) reported DOLA has contracted with Northwest Colorado Council on Governments and getting close to having purchase order signed.  They will be coordinating meetings for the Northwest TPR and the Intermountain TPR.   

Phil Anderson explained they will provide a map to the municipalities showing projects already identified and miles of state highways that meet deficiencies.  Need to help them focus on what has not been addressed. 

Report From Open House Meetings (URS/LSC) 

Corinne Donahue reported on the Rio Blanco County open house.  The open house was from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Several people attended including attorneys, County Commissioners and Town Administrator.  One suggestion was to have public transportation from Meeker to Craig or to Rifle.  Needs for guardrails along Hwy 13 north and south of Meeker was expressed, also along Hwy 64.  Meeker is looking for pedestrian trails.

A.T. Stoddard reported on the Grand/Jackson Counties open house.  The open house was from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Approximately 8 people attended.  Discussions included the issue of rock fall danger in Byers Canyon, congestion in small communities and how it relates to the front range, seasonal traffic, keeping Amtrak in business, public transit in eastern Grand County, Kremmling connection from Summit County, bicycle routs and signage, deficiency of bridges in comparison to other TPR’s, transit for children with working parents to get to recreation areas. 

Phil Anderson reported 150 newsletters were mailed.  All newspapers in the TPR were contacted.  There were articles in the Craig, the Aspen and the Denver Post papers.  URS did a statewide transportation survey and results for this region are attached.   

Vision, Goals, Strategies Review (URS/LSC)

Phil Anderson reported the changes to the goals and strategies that were suggested at the last meeting have been made.  

Discussion regarding plan update.  See attachments for more detail. 

There is a population increase in this region of 70%.   There is a strong correlation between vehicle travel, employment and population. 

 Duane Dailey asked for numbers of campgrounds and spaces to be included.  There are miners that work and live in Grand County that need to be added to the personal income sheet.   

The negative income on the personal income sheet is justified by people who do not have income but have great tax write offs.   On the labor force forecast sheets the jobs include those that are eligible for unemployment insurance.  The jobs adjusted are the jobs that have income but no unemployment insurance. 

All airports are identified.  Need to indicate the Rangely airport is a flight school.  The detail on the airports will be handled by the aviation committee. 

Looking at two roadway systems, state highway and local.  This region has 806 state highway miles.  CDOT has a consulting firm that conducts a remaining surface life survey annually.  

Accident map will have color-coded lines showing accidents per million miles traveled.  

Sufficiency rating for bridges is 80% or above.  Functionally obsolete bridge is one with 2-lane highway, 4ft shoulders and the bridge has no shoulder.  

Plan to plot the NW 2020 constrained planned projects excluding the ones that are complete or in the process of being completed.  Plot the 2003-2008 STIP.  Suggested having a separate map with strategic plans (7th POT) funding still to be determined.

URS/LSC is in the process of completing 4 of the 10 steps required.  

Rich Perske explained the 8th Pot was scoped and there was a list of what was to be accomplished with cost estimates.  

David Miller explained the outline should have Visions, under visions should be goals and then strategies (projects).  Need to prioritize the strategies that achieve the corridors goals.  State Plan will be looking at the overall corridor.  

Phil Anderson explained there will be a vision for every highway in the TPR.

TO DO LIST FOR URS AND COMMISSION

· RPC review new MSG send to Phil

· URS check seasonal population data

· Future housing occupancy for Routt County

· URS check Craig Airport table – add notation re:  aviation school in Rangely

· Text to address function of each airport (Bob CDOT)

· URS write 3 technical papers

· CDOT get 8th Pot Project information to URS

· URS will create draft vision for the highways in this TPR.  Each county will need to help list priorities and visions.  

Next meeting to be determined       

Meeting Adjourned. 

