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CHAPTER III 

Demographic Data Collection 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Chapter III presents the baseline demographic data compiled by the LSC Team. 

These data relate to the demographic, economic, and transportation character-

istics of Montana. Much of the data have been summarized in a series of maps 

and tables, which are presented within the chapter. The following is a descrip-

tion of the data, which have been compiled and are available for use during the 

analysis tasks of this study.  

1990 CENSUS OF POPULATION AND HOUSING 

Census data include population by census tract throughout the state. The data 

are available on CD-ROM from the Bureau of the Census. Population data have 

been compiled by age group, race, and mobility impairments. Household data 

have also been compiled. This information includes the income levels and vehi-

cle ownership. Table III-1 includes the population by age group and the number 

of households by county. 

 

Population density is highest, not surprisingly, in the western half of the state. 

Figure III-1 presents the population density by county. Silver Bow County and 

Yellowstone County have the highest population density with over 40 persons 

per square mile. However, when the population density is calculated for individ-

ual census tracts, the highest densities are concentrated in the urbanized areas 

of the state, such as Billings, Missoula, Butte, and Great Falls. Figure III-2 

illustrates the population density by census tract for the State of Montana. 

 

Minority populations are often considered in the need for transit 

services. There are several areas of the state, which have higher 

percentages of minority populations. This is also a factor that 

must be considered in the area of environmental justice. Table 

III-2 and Figure III-3 present race by county for the State of Montana.  







LSC 
Page III-4  Montana Statewide Rural Passenger Needs Study, Final Report 



 

  LSC 
Montana Statewide Rural Passenger Needs Study, Final Report  Page III-5 



LSC 
Page III-6  Montana Statewide Rural Passenger Needs Study, Final Report 

Figure III-3 
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The elderly population is dispersed across the state. Figure III-4, on the follow-

ing page, presents the elderly population by census tract. The highest numbers 

of elderly are in various areas—Kalispell, northwest Teton County, Shelby, 

Bozeman, northeast Yellowstone County, Miles City, Glasgow, southern Phillips 

County, western Sanders County, and Hamilton. A number of rural counties 

have high elderly populations. The elderly population segment often has a need 

for transit services and is a factor in the needs estimation. Areas that contain a 

high concentration of persons age 60 and over are widely dispersed across the 

state. 

 

The population segment with mobility impairments is frequently dependent on 

transit services. Figure III-5 illustrates the mobility-impaired population by cen-

sus tract. This segment of the population is considered in the majority of transit 

needs methodologies and the demand for paratransit services provided under 

the Americans with Disabilities Act. Some rural counties have higher percent-

ages of individuals with mobility impairments than the state as a whole. The 

area north of Missoula County to the state line has a concentrated number of 

mobility-impaired persons. Other smaller areas make a patchwork across the 

state.  

  

Another factor, which is closely related to the need for transit services, is the 

density and number of zero-vehicle households. Figure III-6 presents zero-

vehicle households by census tracts. As a percentage of total households, it can 

be seen that some of the rural counties—Flathead County, Roosevelt County, as 

well as the urbanized areas, have a higher percentage of zero-vehicle house-

holds. These households are more dependent on transit services and have a 

much higher use of transit service than those households with vehicles.  
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Household and per capita income are often related to the need for public trans-

portation services. Figure III-7 presents the per capita income by county. The 

1990 census data show the highest incomes dispersed throughout the state. 

The counties with the highest per capita income are Jefferson, Powder River, 

Judith Basin, Gallatin, and Cascade Counties, each with over $20,000 per 

capita income. The counties with the lowest per capita income of less than 

$10,000 include Big Horn, Roosevelt, and Glacier Counties.  

 

Figure III-8 illustrates the households with public assistance income by county. 

The greatest concentration of households with public assistance income occurs 

in the counties with the urban areas—Yellowstone, Silver Bow, Cascade, and 

Missoula Counties. The rest of the state has a lower distribution of assisted 

households.  

1990 CENSUS TRANSPORTATION PLANNING PACKAGE 

The 1990 Census Transportation Planning Package contains journey-to-work 

data. Graphs and tables have been prepared summarizing the travel mode and 

commute time by county. Table III-3 presents the mode of travel to work by 

county. Statewide, there is little (one percent) or no commuting by bus as a per-

centage of the work trips. Driving alone is the most popular (77 percent) means 

of getting to work. However, carpooling for commute trips is a significant por-

tion (13 percent) of work trips throughout the state with many of the rural com-

munities having higher portions than other areas of the state. Eight percent of 

the Montana population walks to work. Figures III-9 and III-10 graphically pre-

sent the work trip mode information. 

 

 

Travel time to work is distributed evenly throughout much of the state. State-

wide, the highest percentage (47 percent) of people has a 5-to-14 minute com-

mute to work. Thirty percent of the population has a 15-to-30 minute commute. 

Three percent of the Montana population works at home. Table III-4 presents 

the travel time to work by county. Figure III-11 graphically illustrates the top 

five county travel-to-work times.  
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Figure III-9  
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The categories of Subway/Streetcar, 

Railroad, and Taxi resulted in less than 
one percent of county populations 

across the State of Montana. 
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Figure III-10 
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Figure III-11 
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1998 POPULATION PROJECTIONS 

The county population estimates through 1998 were obtained from the Mon-

tana Department of Commerce. Table III-5 presents the population estimates 

for each Montana county. Figures III-12 and III-13, on the following pages, 

provide a graphic illustration for the statewide changes in population from 1990 

to 1998. As evident on the map, the western portion of the state has 

experienced most of the growth in the last 10 years.  

 

FUTURE POPULATION PROJECTIONS 
Population projections for counties through 2020 were also obtained from the 

Department of Commerce. These projections show the areas of the state with 

the largest anticipated growth. Table III-5 shows the population projections 

from 1990 to 2020 for each Montana county.  
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Figure III-12 
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Figure III-13 

 

 


